Cherry Parker’s July 2021 Newsletter
We are more than half way through the year. The shortest day here in New Zealand has
come and gone. Only 160 or so days to Christmas. Think what we can achieve in that time.

Everything leads on from everything else. As I explained last month I seem to be concentrating
on all things Christmas. When you have to submit several designs, it is best to begin with a
long list of possibilities. Then the favourites seem to find their way to the top and you go from
there.
Amongst the sketches were a few Nutcracker ornaments. Perhaps not too popular here in
New Zealand but extremely popular in the States and Europe. We will catch up I am sure.

The idea then came, to not only have a bit of fun stitching a
nutcracker ornament, but it seemed looking at the sketch,
that it would not be too difficult to make him into a felt
design as well. Why not?
At the Felt Factory in Inglewood, Taranaki they stock lots of lovely glittery felt. And it does not
come off in your hands while sewing. These colours seemed to be the ideal thing for felt
nutcrackers, but as it is a bit more expensive a prototype needed to be made.
It is a work in progress, as is the stitched one but they are both coming together. The cross
stitched version uses Kreinik blending filament which is thin enough to add to the two strands
of embroidery cotton. It gives a great glittery effect when stitched.
I have just ordered some black to add to the black boots which will make him look rather
smart. It is also a chance to use some bling. The easy peel off and stick on type of bling that is
cheap to purchase and adds a new dimension to cross stitch or felt.

History of the Nutcracker
Nutcracker dolls originated in Germany in the 17th century. Their popularity grew around the
19th century and spread to nearby European countries. Friedrich Wilhelm Fuchtner,
commonly known as the ‘father of the nutcracker’ began producing the soldier/doll in his
workshop using a lathe in 1872. As the demand grew factories overtook the production.
Then Peter Tchaikovsky adapted an 1816 E T A Hoffman story called ‘the Nutcracker and the
Mouse King’ into what was to become a famous ballet. The first performance was in 1892.
The wooden nutcrackers grew in popularity.
After the Second World War many American soldiers who were stationed in Germany brought
the nutcrackers home as souvenirs. The ballet adaption of the nutcracker which features a
toy soldier nutcracker, became a favourite holiday attraction across the United States and
helped align the nutcracker with Christmas.
According to German folklore the nutcrackers were given as keepsakes to bring good luck to
the family and protect the home.

One woman’s trash is another woman’s treasure!
When I have the felt nutcrackers stitched a photo
needs to be taken of them for the pattern cover and
the ETSY shop front.
Obviously I needed some nuts to add to the Christmas
props. Off to the supermarket to buy just a few nuts
in the shell. Apparently when it is not nutcracking
season these things are the price of gold dust. I was

telling the Handcraft group that nuts in the shell are scarce.
Believe it or not someone had a walnut tree and yes! – nuts!

That led to the Handcraft meeting later in July having an
add on. Handcraft supplies that you know you are never
going to use, being swapped with someone else who
needs them.
The idea is to stick to handcraft supplies, but since I
introduced nuts, goodness knows what will turn up.

The Felt Factory is owned and run by Rebecca
who lives in Inglewood, New Zealand.
The Taranaki region is dominated by its namesake
volcano and is on the western side of New Zealand’s
North Island.
Rebecca’s aim is to bring New Zealand crafters the
very best quality and the most extensive range of
felt from around the world.
The shop also stocks a large range of patterns and
has some very interesting blogs archived on the site.
The wool which makes up the 100% Merino Wool
Felt is sourced globally and manufactured in Europe.

The wool is washed, carded, and felted using natural soap and hot water. The fibres are
rubbed together and become Woolfelt. All the wool products are UNE-EN 71-2, UNE-EN 713 and Oko-Tex 100. This means they are free of harmful chemicals and are non-flammable.
Especially important when making products for children.
The felt balls are handmade in Nepal by a group of wonderful Nepalese women. Committed
to fair trade the suppliers use only eco-friendly dyes and are free from chemicals and toxins.
The wool blend felt is a mix of 20-35% wool and 65-80% rayon. Rayon is made from wood
pulp, a naturally occurring polymer which makes the wool blend a renewable resource. This
felt is versatile and resistant to piling and will hold its shape and not fray.
The shop also stocks many felt shapes as well as the new glitter felt which is bonded to the
merino felt and does not come off on your hands. Slightly stiffer to sew but elaborate and
glitzy.
Take a look for yourself and enjoy – www.thefeltfactory.co.nz

Our Handcraft group meets once a month and a different thing is made each time. We began
with the owl, then the ANZAC poppy, the cross stitched pansy and now we are on to making
a simple felt gnome.
We only meet for a few hours, so a lot has to be achieved in a short time. Often there is
homework that is sometimes completed, sometimes not. Last month we made the body and
arms of the gnome so for those of you who would like to try my very easy pattern I have
included it on the last page of this newsletter.
Instructions –
Cut 2 body sections.
Whip stitch from the bottom of both side seams to
just above the ‘beard’ line.
Set the base in from the right side and whip stitch
around.

Cut a piece of cardboard slightly smaller than the base and put this inside the body on top of
the stitched base. This ensures he can sit on his own without toppling over.
Stuff the body, sewing the top closed when you have enough stuffing up into the top.
This seam will be covered by the hat.
Arms - cut two from the felt, fold in half and whip stitch around the top of the arm and
down to the cuff. Cut two little round hands from skin-tone felt and glue into the open end
of the arm.
The arms can be sewn/glued directly to the body or stitched as
described below so that they are in fact jointed and will move.
Using two strands of embroidery cotton and a long needle
(6cms) take the thread from one side of the body to the
opposite side and then through one arm. Take a small stitch on
the outside of the arm and take the needle back to the other
side of the body stitching the other arm in the same way. Go
backwards and forwards through the body and the arms a few
times and fasten off. The arms will now move as if jointed.
The dotted line will be the beard and the dot is the nose but
instructions to sew both will have to wait until next time.
If you have any questions don’t hesitate to email me and ask.

That is all the ramblings for this month.

Happy stitching and as always request a pattern, ask a question, or unsubscribe at
cherry.parker@xtra.co.nz
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